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Who We Are

Strength lies in our differences, 
not in our similarities.

Pam and Jamie are friends that are going through 
their special needs parenting journey together 
and each have a severely disabled child. 

Jamie’s son, Damien, is non verbal and on the 
severe side of the autism spectrum, while Pam’s 
daughter, Ava, is non verbal with dyskinetic 
cerebral palsy and has high support needs. They 
each have additional children and try to find a 
good balance.

Redefining the Term 
“Inclusion”
Let’s first start by defining Inclusion...

in·clu·sion the act of being included 
within a group or structure.   

Inclusion is not...
• Clustering people with disabilities into 

one home, classroom, workplace, or 
community center.

• Giving “special privileges” to people with 
disabilities.

• Feeling sorry for people with disabilities.

Our Mission
Our mission is to spread disability in-
clusion awareness in Education, Sports, 
Community and the Workplace to all 
members of society regardless of their 
abilities.  

Disability Inclusion definition: Making 
sure everyone has the same opportuni-
ties to participate in every aspect of life 
to the best of their abilities and desires.

Why We’re 
  Here...



Benefits for All
Inclusion Enhances All Lives

The organization benefits 
all members of society.  
Neurotypical children benefit 
from being around children that 
have challenges. Children with 
challenges benefit because 
they are included in society.

Inclusion affects everyone.

Who Are We
Trying to Help?



What
We
Do...

Special with a Side of Mom uses inclusion 
events, social gatherings, website applica-
tions, and social media platforms to reach 
caregivers and parents.  

We are also partnering with local organi-
zations, employers, sports and recreation-
al teams to provide inclusive systems to 
benefit all members of society.

Inclusion should go beyond 
schools... it should be 
incorporated into communities, 
sports, and the workplace.

School

Community

Sports

Work

Inclusion is a right, 
not a privilege for a 

select few. 
- Judge Geary, Oberti v. Board of Education



Inclusion in 

Community
u Learn about differences and 

become more accepting.

u Creates an opportunity for us 
to unite together different 
strengths, experiences, 
technologies and skill sets.

u Support the caregivers through 
community outreach.

u Give our kids meaning and 
emotional support and a 
sense of belonging.

Inclusion in 

School
u Helps neurotypical kids develop 

compassion, diversity, patience 
and acceptance of all people. 

u Helps the child with the limitations 
develop socially and cognitively, 
helping each child reach their 
potential.

u Creates diversity within the 
classroom.

u Brings awareness to disability 
inclusion and empowers children 
to embrace differences among 
people/peers and connect on 
similarities.

Inclusion in 

Sports
u Allows the children to be active, 

social, and learn life skills (your 
turn, my turn).

u Great for social development of 
all children.

u Acquisition of skills through 
sports programs can develop 
the self-confidence to pursue 
employment or further 
education. 

u Participation can help fight 
prejudices and empower 
participants.

Inclusion in 

Work
u Allows special needs people 

to be productive members of 
society.

u Requires less financial assistance 
from government.

u Gives them meaning. Doesn’t 
everyone want to feel needed?

u It pays to be inclusive; research 
has correlated an inclusive 
workplace for persons with 
disabilities with financial 
performance.

What
We
Do...
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Sometimes the greatest 
gift you can give another 
person is to simply 
include them.

Meet the Team

Jamie de Grasse
Jamie de Grasse and Pam Ship-
ley are two moms who were 
thrown into advocacy for their 
special needs children. The de 
Grasse and Shipley Families live 
in the same neighborhood and 
two of their children are in the 
same Special Education pro-
gram at the local school.

Pam Shipley
Pam and Jamie often find them-
selves laughing over coffee, 
and thought it would be a great 
way to spread awareness to 
the more severe side of Autism 
and Cerebral Palsy by creating a 
lighthearted blog.
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There’s a way to make things 
better, you just have to start down 
a path and never stop going.

Special with a Side of Mom is committed to building a better world 
for everyone. Here are the top five benefits we provide.

#1 We are two moms, each with 
disabled kids who resonate with your 
struggles as a parent or caregivers.

#2 We support the growth of children 
with all abilities.

#3 We plan to foster a community to 
remove the barriers to physical, social 
and cognitive limitations and allow 
our unique kids to have access to full 
participation in society.  

#4Join our movement for disability 
inclusion and help us create a belief 
system that those with disabilities 
are entitled to lives of opportunity, 
independence and dignity. 

#5Society as a whole benefits 
when this population is included and 
empowered.

Building a 
Better World
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The Numbers

Students with Diabilities Educated 
in Regular Classrooms
In fall 2014, 95% of 6- to 21-year-old students 
with disabilities were served in regular schools.

56.7million
Individuals Affected 
Disability affects approximate 56.7 million, or nearly 
1 in 5 (18.7%) people in the United States living in 
communities.

29%
Americans with Disabilities 
Employed
As of July 2018, only 29 percent of 
working age (16 to 64) Americans with 
disabilities were employed.

1,600+Followers
Facebook Likes/Followers

95%

We serve a unique need, 
   in a unique way...

All of the statistics you see here were 
accomplished within 60 days of launching 
our organization. Imagine what we could 
do in our first full year...

By leveraging the power of 
social media and humor with 
the dedication of hardworking 
special needs moms and their 
local community, we’ve already 
accomplished a lot. 20,000+Views

Facebook Video Views

110,000+Reach
People Reached through Facebook



Love
Needs

No
Words

(but WE need your support)
Helping people with special needs through 

inclusion requires everyone’s support. If you’d 
like to get involved, please visit our website 

to get started.

www.SpecialwithaSideofMom.com/get-involved

(512) 739-8254
hello@specialwithasideofmom.com
SpecialwithaSideofMom.com
12009 W HWY 290, Ste 4, Austin, TX 78737
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